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The Lottery Analysis
The Lottery is a short story which was written by Shirley Jackson some few months before the first publication was done in 1948 June 26. The small town is described in the story as one that is blissful. In the history of American literature “The Lottery” is the most famous of all short stories. Most people who admire short stories find it interesting to read “The Lottery” as many times as possible. The main aim of this paper is to analyze is short story that has captivated a significant portion of American readers.
The villagers of the small town come together on June 27 for the town lottery. Its is a warm day.  There are many towns where the lottery is held, and it takes longer, but in this village, there are only 300 people, making them take only two hours. Stones are collected by village children who are the first to arrive at the venue of the lottery. They insert the collected stones in their pockets and create a pile in the square. There was a way of gathering stones in which men gather after the children then followed by women.  As a norm, families were expected to stand together, so parents called their children over.
Mr. Summers is in charge of the lottery, considering that he runs all the major communal events.  There is a box that is used to mix slips of paper.  These papers are made the night before the lottery and put in a box, and this is done in Mr. Summer’s coal company. A list of families and their household is made before the lottery begins.  At the town, it is compulsory that everyone attends, and people are asked about those who are absent.  Before the lottery begins, they are reminded of the rules. For instance, after taking the paper, no one is allowed to look at the paper before everyone has picked theirs. After everyone has picked the paper, they are allowed to open them. 
Some of the old men claim that there are some villages where lottery has been stopped yet their village continues to conduct it.  Suddenly, there are words all over the crowd that Bill Hutchison has “got it.” Some tried to urge that she did not have enough time to pick the paper, so it is not fair. One Tessie continues to protest that the lottery is not fair, even after Hutchison has been asked questions.  There is tension in the town as Tessie continues to protest the unfairness of the lottery. 
This seems to have angered Mr. Graves who reacts very fast by dumping the paper which was inside the box onto the ground.  After doing that, he places five papers in the box for Hutchinson. It was now the turn of Mr. Summer to call the names of each family member. As the rules of the lottery demand, once their names have been called they come and draw a paper. After opening the slips, the members realize that the papers had black dots on them.  It is later established that it was Tessie who had drawn the dots. 
Instructions come from Mr. Summer informing the members to hurry up the process. It is at this moment that the villagers take stones and run towards Tessie who is standing in the middle of the crowd. Still, Tessie continues to maintain her stand claiming that the lottery is not fair. She is hit by a stone in the head.  Everyone begins throwing the stones at Tessie, and this is the irony which is brought out by the author. 
When the readers began the story, everyone’s expectation was about someone winning something good or being awarded a prize. But it was unfortunate that the events in this small town turn to be something different from what is expected of a usual lottery.  It is hard to tell how the lottery of the village turned to be chaotic and even one Tessie being stoned by the villagers. Additionally, it is very sad that there is no one that comes to rescue her during the amid the turn of events. 
In essence, the author presents the readers to a village where people try to preserve tradition, but it seems they have forgotten some essential components. For instance, the box which that is used during this lottery is not the original one.  It is evident they recall little details of the box used. Rumors are just being made about the songs and salutes, but there is not a single person who can tell how the tradition started and what it entailed.  It is very upsetting that the only thing which has remained consistent during the lottery is the violence.  The only thing that the villagers still remember how it was traditionally used is the stone. Otherwise, they have long forgotten the other elements of the lottery.




